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days ? The only sound basis of a great State is egotism, not
romance; and it is unworthy of a great State to fight for any
question that does not concern its own interests. Show me
an object worth righting for, and I will vote with you. 1 am
convinced that Prussian honour does not require Prussia to
play the part of Don Quixote all over Germany on behalf of
fretful Parliamentary celebrities who fancy that their local
Constitutions are imperilled. To my mind it is indispens-
able to the maintenance of Prussian honour that, above all,
Prussia should hold aloof from any disgraceful connection
with Democracy; that, in the question before us as well as
in all others, she should not allow anything to take place in
Germany without her consent j and that whatever Prussia
and Austria may consider sensible and politically correct,
after according it their impartial consideration in common,
should be carried out by the two Powers which function,
with equal rights, as Germany's Protectors."

Looking through these last-quoted utterances, the reader
will find it difficult to recognize in Deputy von Bismarck a re-
presentative of narrow-minded and short-sighted Junkerdom}
but easy enough, I imagine, to regard him as an enlightened
politician, keenly perceptive of the actual and necessary. If
it appear from other of his speeches, delivered during the
period above referred to, that he, in unison with his party,
judged Austria more favourably than was justifiable, that
circumstance may be accounted for by the fact that he
regarded that Empire as avant tout'a mighty ally against the
Hydra of Revolution, whose heads, although just then chop-
ped oif, might grow again. When (whilst Envoy to the
^Federal Diet at Frankfort) he became convinced that the
policy of Schwarzenberg and Schwarzenberg's successors
would not tolerate absolute parity between the two Great
German Powers, but aimed at the overruling of Prussia in